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Investigating the Possibilities of Green IS
A pre ECISI2009 workshop

1 Overview

The field of Information Systems (IS) can, and should, be a source of solutions to important global problems, for example, those associated with climate change. A Special Interest Group (SIG) of the Association for Information Systems (AIS) is being proposed to bring together likeminded AIS members to discuss, develop, and promote the role of IS in the global ‘green’ agenda. For this workshop, we invite members of the IS community to bring their ideas on this agenda to the table and work together to scope out the area and set up a suitable roadmap for future research, practice and education.
2 SCoping the area
A workable description of ‘Green IS’ is included in one of the chapters
 in the global IS text project. Here the term ‘Green IS’ is distinguished from the more widely used term ‘Green IT’.  ‘Green IT’ is seen to focus mainly on energy efficiency and equipment utilization and thus takes a negative view of IT as an energy consumer and hence a major contributor to carbon emissions. ‘Green IS’, in contrast, is described as “the design and implementation of information systems that contribute to sustainability of business processes”.  Green IS should therefore have a greater potential as a new area of investigation in IS than Green IT because it tackles a much larger problem in a positive and valuable manner. It is multifaceted and cross disciplinary, bringing together research, practice, training, and education to leverage the intangible rewards of conducting research that is meaningful and beneficial to society  A focus on Green IS will promote IS in a critical area of global attention, enhancing its profile and reputation, and opening up new jobs for IS graduates. 

There has been a recent groundswell of IS attention on the topic of Green IT/IS:

· At the Australasian Conference of IS (ACIS2008) a panel on “ICT solutions to the climate change problem or How can IS help 'save the planet'” led to a ‘birds of a feather’ session. 

· AMCIS2009 has mini track “From IT to ET: The emergence of Sustainable Computing as an IS research topic” with the call “IS can play a pivotal role in driving change in ‘green computing’ initiatives”.
· ICIS2009 has a Green IT track built on “the pivotal role of IT in green and sustainability initiatives” noting “IT is critical to driving a green agenda deep into organizations”

· A special issue of the Journal of Strategic Information Systems, “The Greening of IT: paradox or Promise”.
· A special issue of Information and Organization, ”Green IT/IS The Role of Information Technology/Systems in Environmentally Sustainable Organizations”.
3 Building a Roadmap
In this workshop we aim to focus on the positive aspects of Green IS by investigating its possibilities.  Participants could contribute in the following ways:
· Report on completed, in-progress or proposed research relevant to the topic
· Provide evidence and stories of Green IS endeavors from practice

· Report on educational undertakings or plans for new curricula containing aspects of Green IS
· Provide opinion pieces on issues related to Green IS
· Propose how the Green IS SIG might itself conduct its activities in an environmentally responsible manner and lead by example.

The organizer of this workshop is a founding director of The Carbon-Centric Computing Initiative (CCCI) set up in 2008 at the University of Wollongong, Australia.  CCCI released a report recognizing that the dominant message of current ‘Green IT’ regards IT as a polluter but promoting the counter argument that in IT and IS there are possibilities for solutions to environmental problems.  A copy of this report is available online
.
4 Workshop Submissions

Those wishing to participate in this workshop are invited to send a short paper indicating their position to: 

A/Prof Hasan, Helen, University of Wollongong, Australia, hasan@uow.edu.au

This submission should be a maximum of 4 pages following the ECIS2009 paper format
Submissions are due May 2, 2009 and will be acknowledged on receipt.  Submissions will be screened by the organizers for suitability and those accepted will be made available online to all attendees prior to the workshop to identify synergies and stimulate interaction.
The final session of the workshop will determine how submissions will be published.
� Boudreau M. Chen A. Huber M. (2008) Green IS: Building Sustainable Business Practices a chapter in Richard Watson ed. Information Systems: a Global Text project http://globaltext.terry.uga.edu/.  


� Available from  http://ro.uow.edu.au/infopapers/669/





